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Medical records from psychiatric institutions of the 19th and early 20th century often contain
texts, mostly letters, written by the former patients themselves (Schiegg 2022). As part of the
Erlangen research project ‘Flexible Writers in Language History’ (2017-2023), over 4,000
these texts were published online (see http://copadocs.de; Brolich, Schiegg & Wiegand 2024).
Currently, CoPaDocs is the largest digital corpus of historical, handwritten texts from German
writers of diverse social backgrounds.

In this presentation, I will look back on more than ten years of work on data collection,
transcription and corpus creation. Thereby, I illustrate the potentials of this corpus for historical
sociolinguistics. I particularly dig into areas that go beyond existing research in historical
linguistics in general and language history ‘from below’ in particular.
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