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The newly compiled corpus of 18th and 19th-century Scottish pauper letters and petitions 

(ScotPP) offers a unique window into the linguistic practices of the lower classes. While the 

linguistic shift from written Scots to written (Scottish) Standard English has been extensively 

documented (e.g., Romaine, 1982; Devitt, 1989; Meurman-Solin, 1993; Dossena, 2007), the 

role of lower-class writers in this process remains largely unexplored, particularly in the so-

called post-anglicization period, i.e. the 18th and 19th centuries (Van Eyndhoven, 2023).The 

ScotPP corpus aims to address this gap, but its analysis presents some challenges, particularly 

in the domain of automated corpus annotation.  

This talk explores the prospects and challenges of applying automated annotation techniques 

to a corpus characterized by highly variable and idiosyncratic spelling. Through a case study 

focusing on past tense and past participle forms, I aim to demonstrate how such variation 

impacts annotation processes, complicating tasks such as part-of-speech tagging and 

morphological analysis. At the same time, despite the challenges posed by variability and non-

standardized features, the aim of this talk is to explore the benefits that automated methods 

may offer for advancing the study of language variation and changed from below.  
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ScotPP = Scottish Pauper Letters and Petitions Corpus. Compiled by Moragh Gordon & 

Hester Groot [under construction].  


