
Mapping	
  poli*cal	
  opportuni*es	
  for	
  mobilising	
  in	
  Bangalore,	
  India	
  	
  

Of	
  Housing	
  and	
  Poli/cs	
  	
  

“India	
  inherited	
  tradi*ons	
  of	
  governance	
  and	
  movement”	
  
	
  	
  

?Why	
  failure	
  to	
  deliver	
  adequate	
  
housing	
  to	
  the	
  urban	
  poor?	
  	
  
	
  	
  

Why	
  no	
  social	
  movement	
  on	
  the	
  
issue	
  of	
  adequate	
  housing	
  for	
  the	
  
urban	
  poor?	
  

	
  	
  Research	
  Ques/ons	
  
What	
  are	
  the	
  condi*ons	
  for	
  mobilising	
  on	
  the	
  issue	
  of	
  adequate	
  housing	
  in	
  Bangalore	
  for	
  
differently	
  resourced	
  social	
  movement	
  organisa*ons	
  (SMOs)?	
  
1.  To	
  which	
  extent	
  are	
  poli*cal	
  opportuni*es	
  differen*al?	
  
2.  Are	
  ac*on	
  repertoires	
  of	
  diversely	
  resourced	
  SMOs	
  different	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  the	
  

differen*al	
  poli*cal	
  opportuni*es?	
  
3.  To	
  which	
  extent	
  do	
  informal	
  exchange	
  circuits	
  skew	
  condi*ons	
  for	
  mobilising?	
  
These	
  ques*ons	
  were	
  inves*gated	
  through	
  a	
  qualita*ve	
  CASE	
  STUDY	
  research	
  design.	
  	
  

	
  	
  	
  

Problem	
  

Theore/cal	
  approach	
  
	
  	
  	
  

Results	
  
1.  Poli*cal	
  opportuni*es	
  are	
  

differen*al	
  and	
  perceived	
  as	
  closed	
  
and	
  highly	
  corrupt.	
  Civil	
  society	
  is	
  
segmented.	
  

2.  Informal	
  exchange	
  circuits	
  skew	
  
condi*ons	
  considerably,	
  as	
  urban	
  
poor	
  represent	
  a	
  large	
  vote-­‐bank	
  
and	
  clientelis*c	
  	
  logic	
  and	
  	
  
corrup*on	
  fuel	
  each	
  other.	
  

3.  Asser*ons	
  involving	
  urban	
  land	
  
compel	
  strong	
  informal	
  repression	
  
and	
  have	
  an	
  amplifica*on	
  effect	
  on	
  
ac*on	
  repertoires.	
  

4.  Inves*ng	
  into	
  social	
  skills	
  of	
  slum-­‐
dwellers	
  by	
  challenging	
  caste	
  in	
  
favor	
  of	
  ci*zenship	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  
sustainable	
  to	
  resist	
  co-­‐opta*on.	
  

	
  	
  	
  

Outlook	
  
Governance	
  of	
  public	
  goods	
  should	
  be	
  
reconceptualised	
  away	
  from	
  “good”	
  governance	
  
prescrip*ons	
  that	
  don’t	
  grasp	
  ground	
  reali*es	
  
towards	
  forms	
  of	
  “vernacular”	
  governance.	
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