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VIII INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON EVIDENCE LAW AND FORENSIC SCIENCE
(ICELFS 2026)

Conference Theme
RETHINKING EVIDENCE LAW AND FORENSIC SCIENCE

IN THE AGE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Place and Time
UNIVERSITY OF COIMBRA, PORTUGAL

13-15JuLy

The accelerating integration of artificial intelligence into investigative, forensic, and
judicial practices presents both unprecedented opportunities and profound challenges. As
societies navigate the complexity of data-driven decision-making, algorithmic evidence, and
technologically mediated fact-finding, the foundations of the judicial system face new
pressures and demand renewed scholatly reflection.

We invite contributions that explore how digitalisation, algorithmic methods, and
scientific innovation are reshaping evidentiary systems. Submissions should address precise
challenges at the intersection of evidence law, forensic science, and Al-driven investigation,
with emphasis on methodological, epistemic, and normative implications.

We warmly welcome submissions addressing the broad landscape of judicial proof

and evidence science, including but not limited to the following areas:

I. Theories, Models and Methodologies of Judicial Proof

I1. Analysis of Evidence and Evidentiary Reasoning

ITI. Rules of Evidence: Aid, Hindrance or Irrelevant to the Pursuit of Truth?

IV. Development, Innovation, and Standardization of Forensic Science Practices
V. New Frontiers in Scientific Evidence (including New Challenges to

Courtroom Presentation and Novel Forms of Evidence)



VI. Implications of Technology-Driven Evidence for Human Rights and the Rule
of Law
VII. Interdisciplinary and Comparative Approaches to Procedural Law and

Judicial Proof

All papers must be written in English. The subject line of the submission email must
follow the format: “Call for Papers - Author Name - Paper Title”.
All submissions must be sent to the following email address by 15 March 2026:

evidencelawai(@jj.uc.pt

HosTS

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVIDENCE SCIENCE

The International Association of Evidence Science (IAES) is dedicated to promoting
international exchanges and cooperation in evidence science, facilitating the integration of
evidence law and forensic science research, fostering the diverse development of legal
reforms and the principles of global rule of law. The mission of the IAES is to promote
cooperation among scholars of evidence law, lawyers, and forensic scientists, exchange
information on data, publications, and documents, and facilitate the international
development of evidence science research; to promote interdisciplinary and international

exchanges.


mailto:evidencelawai@ij.uc.pt

INSTITUTE OF EVIDENCE LAW AND FORENSIC SCIENCE, CHINA UNIVERSITY OF POLITICAL
SCIENCE AND LAW / KEY LABORATORY OF EVIDENCE SCIENCE, MINISTRY OF
EDUCATION OF THE P. R. C.

The Institute of Evidence Law and Forensic Science (IELFS) of China University of
Political Science and Law (CUPL) was founded on May 20th, 2006. In 2010, Fada Institute
of Forensic Medicine & Science was selected as one of the ten national judicial appraisal
institutions in China. IELFS is one of the key components of the “2011 Plan” of
Collaborative Innovation Center of Judicial Civilization (CICJC) of the Ministry of
Education (MoE) and the Ministry of Finance (MoF) and serves as the secretariat of the
International Association of Evidence Science (IAES). IELES also holds the “111 Plan” of
Evidence Science Innovation and Talent Base (ESITB) which is jointly implemented by MoE
and the State Administration of Foreign Experts Affairs (SAFEA).

ORGANIZERS

UNIVERSIDADE DE MACAU FACULDADE DE DIREITO
FACULTY OF LAW
UNIVERSITY OF MACAU SR

CENTRE FOR JUDICIAL AND LEGAL STUDIES OF CHINA AND PORTUGUESE-

SPEAKING COUNTRIES, FACULTY OF LAW, UNIVERSITY OF MACAU

The Centre for Judicial and Legal Studies of China and Portuguese-Speaking

Countries is established in order to foster Macau’s role as a bridge between China and



Portuguese-speaking countries. The Centre is jointly operated by the Supreme People’s Court
of China and the University of Macau, under the guidance of the Research Office and Bureau
of International Cooperation of the Supreme People’s Court in terms of development
direction and strategy, with the Faculty of Law of the University of Macau being responsible
for its daily operation. The major pursuits of the Centre include the study of legislation,
judicial practice and legal culture of China and Portuguese-speaking countries. Further, the
Center will serve as a hub for international legal professionals, undertake research on the
ascertainment of extraterritorial laws, and build and maintain a database of laws, cases and

legal information on China and Portuguese-speaking countries.
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COIMBRA

UNIVERSITY OF COIMBRA INSTITUTE FOR LEGAL RESEARCH, PORTUGAL

The University of Coimbra Institute for Legal Research (UCILeR) is the research
unit at the University of Coimbra Faculty of Law. In the last national assessment (2023/24),
UCILeR was graded an "EXCELENT" research unit, recognizing its quality, diverse and
impactful research, combining the broad analysis in the legal and social fields, and devoted
to investigating new challenges posed by the interaction between societal changes and
contemporary policies. With a research team covering all areas of Law, UCILeR is specifically
dedicated to developing interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research, organised in research
groups, such as Vulnerabilities, Democracy, Governances, Technical Societies, and

Ecological Transitions.



SPONSORS
@

COLLABORATIVE INNOVATION CENTER OF JUDICIAL CIVILIZATION
(supported by the “2011 Plan”)

RHEFaIFSIBHEM
INTERNATIONAL BASE FOR EVIDENCE SCIENCE INNOVATION

(supported by the “111 Plan”)

LINK FOR CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

https:/ /www.uc.pt/fduc/ij/

INQUIRY EMAIL: evidencelawai@jij.uc.pt

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Ronald J. Allen, John Henry Wigmore Professor of Law, Northwestern University; Chair,
TIAE

Baosheng Zhang (CUPL)

José Manuel Aroso Linhares (FDUC / UCILeR)

Matria Jodao Antunes (FDUC / UCILeR)

Jénatas Machado (FDUC / UCILeR)

Pedro Costa Gongalves (FDUC / UCILeR )

Paul Roberts, Professor of Criminal Jurisprudence, University of Nottingham, UK



Alex Biedermann, University of Lausanne, Switzerland
Thomas Y. Man, Professor from Practice of Peking University School of Transnational Law

Tong Io Cheng, Dean (UMFLL)

ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Maria José Capelo (FDUC / UCILeR)

Susana Aires de Sousa (FDUC / UCILeR)
Ana Margarida Gaudéncio (FDUC / UCILeR)
Zhong Zhang (CUPL/ IELES)

Fei Zheng (CUPL/ IELES)

Li Zhe (UMFLL)

Jiang Yiwa (UMFLL)
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