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3 

ERC General 
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https://vimeo.com/146915193 

https://vimeo.com/191447326
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General characteristics 

 Overall aim: stimulate excellence in frontier research in 

Europe 

 Support for excellent individual researchers 

 All fields of science 

 Bottom-up 

 Excellence (of Principle Investigator and project) only 

evaluation criterion 
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4 ERC Excellence Grant Types 
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Who can apply? – Research Age 

 
Reference date: 1 January of call year 
 
Next calls:  

StG-2019: 1 Jan 2012 – 31 Dec 2016 
CoG-2019: 1 Jan 2007 -  31 Dec 2011 
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Who Can Apply? – Research Age 

 Extension of eligibility time window possible:  

 Maternity, paternity 

 Clinical training 

 Military service 

 Long illness 

 Special conditions for Medical Doctors 
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Who Can Apply?  

 Commitment to ERC project  

 StG: ≥50% of working time on ERC project 

 CoG: ≥40% of working time on ERC project 

 AdG/SyG: ≥30% of working time on ERC project 

 ≥50% of working time in Europe 

 Host Institution in EU member state or associated country 

 Support of Host Institution  
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Highly Competitive Grants  

 StG: Proven potential for research independence, e.g. at least 1 

important publication as main author/without contribution by PhD 

supervisor 

 CoG: Evidence or research independence, e.g. several important 

publications as main author/without contribution by PhD supervisor 

 AdG: Established research leaders, significant achievements in past 

10 years 

 SyG: PIs (StG, CoG or AdG level) must demonstrate synergies, 

complementarities, that lead to breakthroughs that would not be 

possible by an individual PI. 
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Self-Assessment of Competitiveness 

 Are you amongst the best researchers in Europe in your 

domain and career stage?  

 Are your achievements comparable with those of past grant 

winners?  

http://erc.europa.eu/erc-funded-projects  

 Ask for Euresearch‘s Self Assessment Guide! 

 

http://erc.europa.eu/erc-funded-projects
http://erc.europa.eu/erc-funded-projects
http://erc.europa.eu/erc-funded-projects
http://erc.europa.eu/erc-funded-projects
http://erc.europa.eu/erc-funded-projects
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Characteristics of ERC Projects  

 Clearly defined projects (not programs) 

 Novel, creative, innovative; significant advancement beyond 

state of the art  

 Often of interdisciplinary nature 

 Often high-risk high-gain 

 Yet feasible 

 Mature “out of the box” idea 
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Characteristics of ERC Projects  cont. 

 Needs to be clear that PI is the right person to perform the 

project 

 Complementarity of ERC to national research funding: 

normally ERC projects could not be easily funded otherwise 

due to nature and size of projects 
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When to Apply – Factors to Consider  

 Upcoming crucial achievements 

 Maturity and timeliness of project idea 

 Resources to work intensively on proposal 

 Support by HI 
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When to Apply?  
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Calls 

StG-2019 CoG-2019 AdG-2019 SyG-2019 

Call opens Now open 24/10/2018 21/5/2019 Now open 

Call closes 17/10/2018 7/2/2019 29/8/2019 8/11/2018 



18 

…. and SSH Resesarchers? 
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We have to compete with all other 
disciplines! 

No!  
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There is a lower success rate in the 
SSH domain. 

No!  
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The ERC may be an option for Social 
Scientists, but not for the humanities. 

No!  
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The ERC only funds projects with a 
European dimension- my research is 
«local». 

No!  
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Application and Evaluation 
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Composition of Application 
PART A – online forms 

To complete in PPSS 

 

A1 General info 

A2 Administrative Data 

A3 Budget 

A4 Ethics 

A5 Call specific questions 

PART B1 - submitted as pdf 

 

a) Extended synopsis       5 p. 

b) CV                               2 p. 

c) Track record                2 p. 

 

PART B2 – submitted as pdf 

 

Scientific proposal                               15 p. 

a) State of the art + objectives  

b) Methodology  

c) Resources 

    

Annexes – submitted as pdf 

• Letter of HI 

• StG/CoG: PhD certificate (incl. 

supporting documents if applicable) 

• Ethics self-assessment (if applicable) 

• Supporting documents related to 

ethics (if applicable) 
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Evaluation Panels 

 25 evaluation panels in 3 domains  

 Physical Sciences & Engineering (PE) 

 Life Sciences (LS)  

 Social Sciences & Humanities (SH) 

 Panel choice is your responsibility! 

 Check on ERC website who could be in your evaluation panel 

 Success rates do not differ significantly across panels 

 

https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/ERC_Panel_structure_2019.pdf
https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/ERC_Panel_structure_2019.pdf
https://erc.europa.eu/
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Evaluation 

ERC Work Programme 2019, p.36f 
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Evaluation 

ERC Work Programme 2019, p.36f 
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Resubmission Rules 

 With a C in the evaluation outcome, you can be blocked for 2 

years 

 With a B you may be blocked for 1 year 

 

See ERC Work Programme! 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/erc/h2020-wp19-erc_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/erc/h2020-wp19-erc_en.pdf
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Your Next Steps 
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Your next Steps 

 Decide on if and when to apply 

 Get familiar with the grant type in detail 

 Check who in your domain got an ERC Grant 

 Talk with peers 

 Contact Euresearch 

 Reserve sufficient time for proposal writing 

 Attend Euresearch Applicants Training 

 Have proof-read your proposal  

https://erc.europa.eu/projects-figures/erc-funded-projects
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Early Career Researcher? Your next Steps 

 Independence is very important 

 Achievements are very important 

 A “classical” career is favorised  

 Make yourself internationally recognised! 
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Links and Documents 

 ERC on Euresearch Website 

 ERC Website 

 ERC Work Programme 

 Call-specific “Information for Applicants” (e.g. StG/CoG 2019) 

 Ask for the call-specific Euresearch Writing Guide! 

 ERC funded projects 

https://www.euresearch.ch/en/european-programmes/horizon-2020/excellent-science/european-research-council/documents-erc/
https://erc.europa.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/erc/h2020-wp19-erc_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/erc/h2020-wp19-erc_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/guides_for_applicants/h2020-guide19-erc-stg-cog_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/guides_for_applicants/h2020-guide19-erc-stg-cog_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/guides_for_applicants/h2020-guide19-erc-stg-cog_en.pdf
https://erc.europa.eu/projects-figures/erc-funded-projects
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Questions? 


