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The syntax of relative clauses is highly complex, both from a typological and language-internal 
perspective, as many languages exhibit not only multiple means of relativisation—subordinate 
relative clauses introduced by relative pronouns and participle constructions for Latin—but in 
the case of clausal relativisation require that a host of factors be taken into account: absolute 
position of the clause (peripheral or embedded); its relative position (before, after, or 
incorporating its pivot); matters of agreement (or lack thereof); the occurrence of correlative 
or resumptive pronouns; etc. (LEHMANN 1984: esp. 49). 
 
For Latin in particular, any enquiry into the syntax of such complex structures gains a further 
dimension: time depth. Owing to its long attestation, the diachronic development of relative 
clauses can be observed from the very beginning in Old Latin almost seamlessly up to the days 
of Late Latin and Proto-Romance. These developments are of particular interest given changes 
observable in later Romance languages and, particularly as regards pronominal relative clauses, 
the interactions of syntactic with morphophonemic changes. 
 
This paper will exemplify these developments at the example of the Historia Francorum, a 10-
volume Late Latin historical treatise composed by Gregory of Tours in the latter half of the 6th 
century CE. While a thorough treaty of his language exists (BONNET 1890: esp. 389–397), the 
syntax of relative clauses is not discussed therein beyond the ‘errors’ of agreement likely 
caused by changes in Late Latin phonology and the resulting homophony of grammatically 
(and orthographically distinct) forms. On the basis of a corpus study, the structural differences 
between relative clauses in Gregory’s Latin and that of earlier varieties will be illustrated, all 
the while keeping an eye on potential foreshadowing of later developments in French and other 
Romance languages. These may prove interesting since regional diversification is already 
detectable in earlier authors from Gaul (ADAMS 2007: 276–369) and with a view to establishing 
whether a tendency for dominantly right-branching structures and fixed word order are already 
evident in Gregory (cp. BAUER 1995: 159–167). 
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